A Wire-fed Tubular Needle for use in Closing Vesico-vaginal Fistula.
Shown by HERBERT R. SPENCER, M.D.
THE needle is a modified and simplified form of the well-known Smith's cleft-palate needle, which the exhibitor has successfully used for more than' twenty-five years for closing vesico-vaginal fistulhe. In Smith's needle the propulsion of the wire by pressure of the milled disk is not always satisfactory and the /needle is not very rigid and is expensive. In the instrument shown the wire is propelled by grasping it with the finger and thumb, and -rigidity is obtained by making the needle and handle in one piece. The end of the handle is split to enable the reel to be removed and replaced. Any curve could be given to the end of the needle, but the exhibitor finds by experience that the curve of the instrument shown is the best and is suitable for nearly every case. A thin rubber finger-stall can be slipped over the handle to protect the wire and reel, if thought advisable; the elastic cover permits the wire to be easily projected by the thumb and forefinger. (February 3, 1916.) A Needle-holder for Vaginal Hysterectomy and Deep Pelvic Work.
THE needle-holder was designed to hold a short thick pedicle needle made of " delta " metal (which does not rust) for carrying the ligatures for the broad ligament in vaginal hysterectomy and in ovariotomy.
